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The beauty of rural living abounds throughout the towns served by the 
Rondout Valley Central School District. Mountain vistas, meandering streams, 
and family farms are common throughout the District, which serves the Ulster 
County towns of Rochester, Marbletown, Rosendale, and Wawarsing. But don’t 
let the quaint appeal of these agriculturally based towns fool you into thinking 
our community is isolated. 

About Our Community



The Rondout Valley 
Central School District 
borders the city of 
Kingston and is just 90 
miles north of New York 
City. We are close to the 
beautiful, historic Hudson 
River as well as to multiple 
diversified manufacturing 
facilities. The District’s 
central location and easy 
access to the New York 
State Thruway provide 
access to an array of 
cultural, educational, and 
recreational opportunities. 
Our community is home 
to a number of nationally 
and internationally 
acclaimed musicians, 
artisans, and craftspeople,  
as well as SUNY Ulster, a 
well-regarded community 
college. Other institutions 
of higher education are 
also within easy commute, 
including the State 
University of New York at 
New Paltz, Vassar College, 
Marist College, and Bard 
College.



The District, which encompasses more than 150 square miles of rural 
landscape, currently has a total of 410 staff members. These dedicated 
educators are distributed among the District’s four buildings and five 
schools, including:

) Two elementary schools (Grades K-3) enrolling 550 students.

) One intermediate school (Grades 4-6) with 450 students and one   
junior high school (Grades 7-8) with 330 students, which are housed in 
one building.

) One high school (Grades 9-12), which was renovated with the addition of 
a new science and music wing in 2012, enrolls 620 students.

The District has articulated a philosophy that maintaining moderate to small 
class sizes is beneficial to the education of our students.

First-Rate Facilities, 
Stellar Staff



To equip our students with the 
skills and knowledge they need 
to succeed in the 21st century, 
the District has embraced a core 
educational philosophy based on 
five key pillars: 

(1) academic program 

(2) communication 

(3) technology 

(4) social-emotional learning 

(5) workplace competencies

Maintaining moderate 
to small class sizes is 

a core belief of the 
District’s philosophy.

Educational Philosophy



In March 2011, the Superintendent of Schools identified technology as one 
of five key “pillars” for our Educational Master Plan. The District has taken 
a number of steps to realize its vision of integrating technology into our 
schools, including the following: 

Technology in Action

) Nearly all classrooms have 
interactive SMART Boards, and 
many have document cameras.

) All students in Grade 5 and   
Grades 7-10 have been provided  
with iPads.

) A one-to-one iPad program is 
offered for students with disabilities 
in Grades 4-12.

) All teaching staff members have 
received iPads.

) 3-D printers have been 
incorporated into the Art and 
Technology programs in  
Grades K-12.

) Apple Labs allow High School 
students to immerse themselves in 
Digital Media course offerings.



) A computer-based communication 
system allows parents to receive 
messages via text, e-mail, or phone 
call. 

) The District boasts a strong web 
presence along with an active 
Facebook presence.

) Students utilize Google Apps for 
Education, especially Google Docs 
and Google Classroom. Students 
access these applications through a 
variety of devices to complete and 
submit writing assignments.

) A variety of elementary classroom 
teachers utilize an engaging 
application called ST Math, which 
integrates the latest research on 
learning and the brain to promote 
mastery-based learning. The ST 
Math software uses interactive, 
graphically rich animations, which 
visually represent mathematical 
concepts to improve conceptual 
understanding and problem-
solving skills.

) A technology-rich science museum 
has been created at Kerhonkson 
Elementary School. Students in 
Grades K-6 utilize 3-D printers, 
telescopes, microscopes, and iPads 
in this hands-on center.

) The High School’s TV studio allows 
students to create videotaped 
morning announcements as a 
component of their Video and 
Audio Production class. 

) A team of teachers made an 
elementary school student’s dream 
come true when they designed and 
then built him a prosthetic hand.

By 2016, all students 
in Grades 5-10 will 
have iPads.



) Our award-winning music and 
art programs provide exceptional 
learning opportunities for our 
students in Grades K-12. The District 
has had numerous participants and 
winners at regional and State-level 
competitions, which attest to the 
quality of our programs. 

) At the High School, we offer a variety 
of challenging arts-related courses 
(including Advanced Ceramics & 
Sculpture, Advanced Photography, 
Advanced Computer Graphics, and 
Advanced Music Theory).

Arts-Infused Curriculum

“Logic will get 
you from A to B. 

Imagination will take 
you everywhere.” 

- Albert Einstein



Farm-to-School Initiatives

The school and 
community benefit 

from an active 
non-profit agricultural 

organization, 
Rondout Valley 

Growers.

Building on our agricultural heritage, 
our school district has become a 
recognized leader in farm-to-school 
initiatives. All Rondout Valley schools 
feature flourishing student gardens. 
The High School offers several courses 
in agriculture and agri-business. 
Funding from the Local Economies 
Project (totaling $750,000) is enabling 
the District to construct a new 
greenhouse at the High School, as well 
as a food science facility at the Junior 
High School. Our cafeteria menus 
are enriched with delicious, healthy 
produce from our local farms. 



) Student-athletes participate in 18 varsity-level sports, competing in the 
Mid-Hudson Athletic League within Section IX of the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Association.

) A wide variety of in-school and after-school clubs are offered to our 
students, including Chess, Cheerleading, Environmental Club, Gardening, 
Mock Trial, Junior and National Honor Society, LEGO League, Girls on the 
Run, Light Bulb Library, Science Olympiad, Synthesis/Diversity, and Yoga.

) Rondout Valley was recognized by the National Association of Music 
Merchants (NAMM) Foundation as a Best Communities for Music Education. 
The Best Communities designation was given to only 307 school districts 
in the nation and recognizes the collaboration and efforts of teachers, 
administrators, students, and parents who continually work to keep 
comprehensive music education as an integral part of the core curriculum.

Clubs, Sports & “Extras”



) The District provides Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) classes for eligible 
four-year-old students at no cost to families. We offer both half-day and  
full-day UPK programs. Kerhonkson Elementary School houses two full-day 
UPK classes, and funding is included in the 2016-2017 proposed budget 
to expand this valuable program to Marbletown Elementary School. Half-
day UPK classes are held at several local preschools in 
cooperation with the District. 

) The UPK programs for our four-year-old students 
are rich in language and literacy, mathematics, 
science, technology, and music and the arts. The 
District works closely with the UPK programs 
to provide a curriculum that bridges the 
Kindergarten curriculum and provides a “seamless” 
transition for UPK students entering Kindergarten.  

Preparing Our Youngest Scholars 
Through Our Pre-K Programs



) Strong partnerships with the Rondout 
Valley Education Foundation and the 
Rondout Valley Business Association 
have resulted in several student-centered 
initiatives, including a Leadership Institute, 
mock interviews, and a career fair for our 
High School students.

) Our Junior High School students not only 
learn how to bake bread as part of the 
agriculture-based units, they also learn 
about the importance of giving back to 
their community, as their made-from-
scratch loaves are distributed to the needy. 

Community Partnerships

“Strong bonds 
between a 

community and 
its school district 

create positive, 
meaningful and 

life-changing 
opportunities for 

students.” 

- rvfoundation.org



Community Partnerships

) Our Empty Bowls event connects 
restaurateurs, community 
members, and our fine arts 
department to raise more than 
$10,000 a year for local food 
pantries.

) Collaboration with Relay For Life 
and the American Cancer Society. 
In May 2015, we were able to 
raise more than $50,000 for this 
dedicated organization.

) The Rondout Valley Growers 
Association has collaborated 
with the District for several years 
on numerous farm-to-school 
initiatives with all District schools.

) A wide variety of individuals from 
our community have served as 
mentors for our seniors in our   
High School’s Wise Independent 
Senior Experience (WISE) program.

) The Wounded Warrior Benefit 
Concert is 100 percent produced 
by our High School students 
and illustrates the relationship 
between music and society. All 
proceeds go to the Wounded 
Warrior Project. To date, the seven 
concerts have raised more than 
$13,000.

In 2015, 
students raised 

more than $60,000 
for worthy causes.



Academic Opportunities  for All Learners
) Authentic Science Research 

(ASR) is a college-level science 
research curriculum that is 
offered through the State 
University of New York (SUNY) at 
Albany. ASR allows sophomores 
to begin college coursework 
and scientific research, which 
they continue through their 
senior year. Recently, one of our 
Rondout Valley High School 
students was recognized as 
one of 300 high school seniors 
named semifinalists in the Intel 
Science Talent Search 2016.

) Rondout Valley High School 
offers 10 Advanced Placement 
courses.

) The District offers students SAT 
preparation courses during 
the academic day in both 
Mathematics and English.

) By collaborating with schools 
throughout Ulster County, our 
High School students have the 
opportunity to participate in one 
of 27 hands-on career training 
programs at the Ulster BOCES 
Career & Technical Center. 

) The Honors-level Pre-University/
New Visions program at Ulster 
BOCES allows students the 
opportunity to earn 9-12 college 
credits and experience valuable 
internships while in high school.



Academic Opportunities  for All Learners
) An Early College Program, as 

well as a Collegiate Program in 
our Math, Science, and Business 
departments, is offered through 
a partnership with SUNY Ulster.  

) Academic Intervention Services 
are available to all students in 
K-12 who may be struggling or 
are in need of additional support 
to achieve success. 

) A team of highly qualified 
educators serve our Special 
Education population, including 
specialists in assistive technology, 
behavior matters, mental health, 
counseling, occupational therapy, 
physical therapy, speech/language 
therapy, as well as instruction for 
the hearing and visually impaired. 

) An in-district Autism program 
provides a safe, sensorial-
appropriate environment for 
neuro-atypical high school 
students.

) AFS-USA in partnership with 
The National Society of High 
School Scholars (NSHSS) 
named Rondout Valley High 
School as one of 76 national 
Top Global Learning Schools 
for 2016. This award recognizes 
schools’ exceptional dedication 
to fostering global citizenship 
through intercultural learning, 
both inside and outside of the 
classroom. 



Our school mascot, the gander, 
is known for spreading its 
wings and soaring to new 
heights, and so are our 
graduates! Our students move 
on to a variety of institutions 
of higher education. These 
include two-year institutions 
and technical schools in 
the State University system 
(including Lincoln Technical 
Institute, SUNY Ulster, SUNY 
Cobleskill, and SUNY Delhi); a 
host of public and private New 
York colleges and universities 
(including the College of Saint 
Rose, Hartwick College, Marist 
College, Pace University, RPI, 
Clarkson University, SUNY 
Binghamton, and Syracuse 
University); various out-of-state 
institutions (including Boston 
University, Rider University, 
and the University of Rhode 
Island), and some of the most 
elite institutions in the nation 
(including Cornell University, 
Harvard University, Johns 
Hopkins University, and the 
University of Pennsylvania).

Gander 
Graduates 
Soar



Critical 
Reading

Mathematics Writing

2014
Rondout 534 540 513

NYS 488 502 478

2015
Rondout 526 523 504

NYS 489 502 478

Average SAT Scores 
for 2014 and 2015 College-Bound Seniors

Five-Year Trends 
Average ACT Scores

English Mathematics Reading Science Composite

Graduation 
Year RV State RV State RV State RV State RV State

2011 23.3 22.7 24.4 23.8 23.5 23.5 23.5 23.0 23.8 23.4

2012 22.7 22.7 24.2 23.7 22.8 23.4 23.0 23.1 23.3 23.3

2013 25.6 22.6 24.6 23.8 26.2 23.7 24.2 23.1 25.3 23.4

2014 21.3 22.7 25.5 23.8 23.6 23.6 23.4 23.2 23.4 23.4

2015 22.5 23.0 23.7 23.8 24.3 23.9 21.7 23.5 23.3 23.7

Students benefit from a new SAT preparation 
course offered during the school day.



) During the 10-year period from 2005-2015, 
the average yearly change in the total 
school budget was 2.9 percent. 

) During the 10-year period from 2005-2015, 
the average yearly change in the local tax 
levy was 2.4 percent.

) The school district budget for the   
2014-2015 school year was equivalent to 
the budget for the 2010-2011 school year.

) The District has aggressively pursued and 
received grant funding for a variety of 
initiatives.

Fiscal Prudence

A community 
school budget vote 

is held annually 
on the second 

Tuesday in May.



Fiscal Prudence

President: Rebecca Versace
Vice President: Glenn Dannaham 
James Ayers
Wayne Beckerman 
James Blair
Kevin Cothren 
Nicole Parete
Michael Redmond Sr. 
David O’Halloran  

Superintendent of Schools 
Rosario Agostaro 

Board of
Education

Our
Schools
Marbletown Elementary School 
12 Pine Bush Road
Stone Ridge, NY 12404
Phone: (845) 687-0284

Kerhonkson Elementary School 
30 Academy Street
Kerhonkson, NY 12446
Phone: (845) 626-2451

Rondout Valley Intermediate School 
122 Kyserike Road
Accord, NY 12404
Phone: (845) 687-2400 

Rondout Valley Junior High School 
122 Kyserike Road
Accord, NY 12404
Phone: (845) 687-2400 

Rondout Valley High School
122 Kyserike Road
Accord, NY 12404
Phone: (845) 687-2400 
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MAIL PO Box 9 • Accord, NY 12404

PHONE (845) 687-2400

FAX (845) 687-9577

WEB www.rondout.k12.ny.us

Find us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

View us on Instagram

How to 
Contact Us
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